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HETEROGYNIDAERAMBUR,1866(INSECTA,
LEPIDOPTERA)ANDHETEROGYNINAENAGY, 1969 (INSECTA,
HYMENOPTERA):PROPOSALSTOREMOVETHEHOMONYMY.

Z.N.(S.)2496

By M. C. Day {Department of Entomology , British Museum (Natural

History). London SW75BD U.K.)

The purpose of this application is to ask the Commission to use its

plenary powers under Article 55b to direct that the stem of Heterogyna

Nagy, 1969, for the purposes of Article 29, shall be heterogyna —

.

2. Rambur, 1866, p. 316, proposed a family-group name for a small

group of zygaenoid moths. Based on Heterogynis Rambur, 1837, the

name has invariably been formed as heterogynidae (Fletcher & Nye, 1982,

p. 77).

3. Nagy, 1969, p. 7, proposed a new family and superfamily of soU-

tary wasps (heterogynidae, —oidea) based on the concurrently-described

monobasic genus Heterogyna Nagy, 1969.

4. Day, 1984, described four further species and established the rela-

tionships of Heterogyna Nagy. It proves to represent a group of sphecoid

wasps undoubtedly deserving of family-group status; it is currently assigned

status as a sub-family. A problem of homonymy of family-group names
resulting from similarity rather than identity of spelling of names of type

genera thus requires resolution by the Commission under Article 55b.

5. Nagy, 1969, p. 7, proposed, since he believed the zygaenoid

name should properly have been formed on the stem heterogynid-, that

the problem could be resolved by the adoption of the spelling hetero-

GYNIDIDAE. Day, 1984, p. 301, supported this view. However, my colleagues

Dr Z. Boucek and Mr B. Bolton have since informed me that Heterogynis

must be regarded as an unorthodox latinisation of the Greek 'Heterogyne'.

Under Article 29b (iii), the correctly formed stem is in fact heterogyn —
rather than heterogynid —

. Lepidopterists naturally would not support

the adoption of Nagy's original proposal. An arbitrary modification of the

stem of Heterogyna is thus proposed, such that the family-group name
based upon it be formed as heterogynainae (or heterogynaidae as the

case may be).

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is

accordingly asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the stem of Heterogyna

Nagy, 1969, for the purposes of Article 29 is heterogyna —

;

(2) to place the following names on the Official List of Generic

Names in Zoology:

(a) Heterogynis Rambur, 1837 (gender: feminine), type species,

by subsequent designation by Kirby, 1892, Heterogynis

paradoxa Rambur, 1837 (Insecta, Lepidoptera);
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(b) Heterogyna Nagy, 1969 (gender: feminine), type species,

by original designation, Heterogyna protea Nagy, 1969

(Insecta, Hymenoptera);

(3) to place the following names on the Official List of Specific

Names in Zoology:

(a) paradoxa Rambur, 1837, as published in the binomen
Heterogynis paradoxa (specific name of the type species of

Heterogynis Rambur, 1837);

(b) protea Nagy, 1969, as published in the binomen
Heterogyna protea (specific name of the type species of

Heterogyna Nagy, 1969).

(4) to place the following names on the Official List of

Family-Group Names in Zoology:

(a) HETEROGYNiDAERambur, 1866 (type genus Heterogynis

Rambur, 1837) (Insecta, Lepidoptera);

(b) HETEROGYNAiDAENagy, 1969 (emendation, through the

ruling under the plenary powers in (1) above, of hetero-

GYNIDAENagy, 1969), type genus Heterogyna Nagy, 1969.

(Insecta, Hymenoptera);

(5) to place the family-group name heterogynidae Nagy, 1969 (a

junior homonym of heterogynidae Rambur, 1866) on the

Official Index of Rejected and InvaHd Family-Group Names in

Zoology.
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